
WTBA Learning Journey: Music
Intent:

At Waltham Toll Bar, In Music, we divide the students’ skills into three distinct, yet intertwined disciplines – Performance, Composition and Critical Listening 
(in line with the National Curriculum. Every scheme of work will have elements of each discipline to progress naturally throughout KS3, in preparation for a 

smooth transition to KS4 and beyond.  
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Summative Assessment 
Point 1 – Keyboard Assessment, Theory and 

Listening

Summative Assessment 
Point 2 – James Bond Assessment 

Leitmotif Assessment

Summative 
Assessment 

Point 1  - Ensemble 
performance: 

African Drumming, 
Keywords and 

Listening

Summative Assessment 
Point 2 – Improvisation on the 
Blues Scale and 12 Bar Blues, 

Theory and Listening

Summative 
Assessment Point 2–

WORLD MUSIC 
FUSION – How can 
different genres of 
music be combined 

efffectively

GCSE

GCSE

Summative 
Assessment Point 1 –

Minimalism 
Performance, Theory 

and Listening

Summative Assessment 
Point 1 – Introduction in 
Listening - MADTSHIRT

Summative Assessment 
Point 2 – Free 
Composition

Mock Exams
Beethoven

Queen

Mock Exams = Unfamiliar 
Listening

Performance

Key Themes
T1 – Popular Music
T2 – Western Classical
T3 – Traditional Music
T4 – Music Since 1910

Post-16 Links
A Level Music
Performance 
Studies
Drama
Media

Key Skills
- Performance
- Composition
- Critical 

Listening
- Analysis

What are the elements 
of music 

(MADTSHIRTS)

How do we read music 
notation (stave 

notation and graphic 
score)

Instruments of the 
orchestra

How do film composer 
creative adaptive 
music for movies?

WORLD MUSIC
What does music sound like in 
different cultures? Focusing on 
Caribbean Music Calypso and 

Reggae

African Drumming. 
How does this link to 

the slave trade?

Blues Music. How does 
this link to African 

Drumming?

The Great Composers – How 
do the famous composers 
create so many successful 

compositions

How do composers 
create adaptive music 
to fit many different 

scenes in video 
games?

FUSIONS How can 
musician fuse many 

different genres 
together and make it 

successful?Why did musician in 
the 20th Century strip 
music right back to its 

fundamentals? –
Minimalism

How can Minimalism 
and aleatoric music 

be presented?

Rhythm and Metre –
The building blocks of 

music

What makes a 
successful melody 
and how to create 

one?

Introduction to 
Popular Music – Set 

Work: Queen (3 
pieces)

Why is Classical Music 
‘perfectly formed’?

How can harmony 
create such an 

emotional response?

Beethoven Symphony 
No. 1

Finishing of 
Composition (Free and 

Brief) and 
Performance (Solo 

and Ensemble)

How can we apply 
knowledge of 

Beethoven and Queen 
into essay form?

Unfamiliar Listening –
Applying MADTSHIRT 

to listening skills

What instruments and 
musical devices do 

game music 
composers use to 

create excitement and 
a sense of journey


